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County Councillor Report for Parishes – February 2022 – Cllr Anna Bradnam 
 
Virtual decision-making for parish and local councils – please! 
The legal requirement for parish, district and county councils to meet in person for formal 
decision-making is having an adverse effect on many councils as they try to maintain public 
health safety during the continuing pandemic, with meetings cancelled or minimized in 
terms of people attending and business covered.  The Local Government Association 
(LGA) is lobbying government to reinstate provision for meeting virtually where councils feel 
the need to, but so far Central Government hasn’t changed its position.   
This is key time of the municipal year as budgets and precepts are being prepared by 
county, district and parish councils – but public participation is often difficult or not possible 
due to the need to minimize numbers of people in the meeting.  While county and district 
councils live stream their meetings, parish councils are not set up to do so. 
You may wish to express any views in this petition chng.it/wXfPYW4d 
 
Anglian Water Wastewater Treatment Plant relocation 
Minutes of the Community Working Group on 13 Dec 2021 and 13 Jan 2022 (I was unable to 
attend due to meeting clash) have been issued. Meetings have considered transport route 
proposals including impact on the cyclepath, odour impacts to residents amongst other 
issues. Phase three consultation is expected mid-February and will last for 8 weeks - on new 
landscape designs and new site design, mitigations and environmental impact. 
 
Household Support Fund – reminder – open until 31 March 2022 
This fund aims to help those struggling to pay for food, energy or other essential items this 
winter. Cambridgeshire County Council has been allocated £3.58 million as part of the 
Government’s Household Support Fund to help people who need financial support. 
The fund usually provides £49 (for a family) or £29 (for an individual) to cover food or 
household energy costs, but more funding may be available for people who can 
demonstrate a higher need – for instance for higher costs of filling an oil tank or buying a 
new cooker. To be eligible for the Household Support Fund residents will need to earn less 
than £17,940 or receive any of various state benefits. See details here:  
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/household-support-fund 
 
Roads and Transport 
A10 pedestrian and cycle path improvements - Update in our District Councillors’ Report. 
The s278 Agreement (for works in the highway) was signed mid-January. Some residents 
asked me if a safety audit had been done. As I explained in my email to parish councils 
(17/01/2022) County Highways officers have offered to present and explain the safety 
audits to the parish council at a convenient time but this is still to be arranged. 
Car Dyke Road, Waterbeach will be closed 24 Jan – 11 Feb initially for improvements to the 
A10 foot and cycle path at this junction. After this, path widening works will proceed over 
12-18 months, first working northwards up to Denny End Road, then start from Car Dyke 
Road and work southwards. 
Butt Lane, Milton will be closed 21 March - 10 April for Cambridge Water to make a 
connection. There will be 2-way lights during the day but (I think) it will be open overnight. 
 

https://t.co/IeuSiFOptW
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/household-support-fund
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Thank you to all residents who report faults on the Highways reporting page – this is an 
essential step, to make sure problems are logged and Highways made aware.  You can visit 
to see if a fault has already been reported here 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-
pathways/roadworks-and-faults 
 
Grant funding for local businesses from the District Council 
A great deal of support including grant funding information is available to local businesses 
via the Business page at SCDC: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/ 
  
Covid in schools – staff impact 
Case numbers in schools before Christmas broke records week after week, as parents and 
children will know all too well.  In the first January week of return to school, about half of all 
cases of Covid in schools across Cambridgeshire represented staff.  Thank you to all school 
teachers, support staff and community volunteers in helping schools administer the 
vaccination and testing programmes – and continue to deliver teaching. 
 
Health and social care reforms juggling act  
I borrow a report from my colleague County Councillor Susan van de Ven who chairs the  
Cambridgeshire Health and Wellbeing Board where the NHS and Local Authorities formally 
come together.  This gives a flavour of what is going on in Health and Social Care. 
 
“A major reorganization of health and social care is happening now, with legislation in the 
process of passing through Parliament.  This is extremely complicated and affects us all. 
The reforms include raising money through the National Insurance contributions that 
working people pay; widening eligibility for County-funded social care from about 4% of the 
population now to an estimated 14%, in Cambridgeshire (which must be paid for of course); 
and requiring the local NHS (our local GPSs, hospitals, etc) and the Local Public Health and 
Social Care Authority (Cambridgeshire County Council) to collaborate, integrate and think at 
a ‘neighbourhood’ level. Prevention is a constant theme – how can we live better and avoid 
getting sick in the first place? How can we give children - from birth - the best chance of a 
healthy life?  What more can local communities be doing to play a part?   
  
Some of the principles seem overwhelmingly positive but other aspects of the reforms are 
daunting. These are huge bureaucracies and whatever new money is raised will be directed 
first to the enormous Covid-induced waiting lists. That will take time to work through. 
  
Nevertheless, from July this year it will be a legal requirement for ‘Integrated Care Systems’ 
to be up and running with the basics in place.  This means that all of these organisations, 
already working to deliver vaccinations, tackle waiting lists and attract new staff to a 
depleting workforce, also need to find time to reflect and prepare for new obligations under 
the Health and Care Bill.   
  
Given that this new legal requirement involves local government, we’ve been learning fast 
and furiously.”   
  
Cllr Anna Bradnam anna.bradnam@cambridgeshire.gov.uk    07950 241845  
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